
AP English Language & Composition and University of Bridgeport English 101 Composition & 
Rhetoric Dual Enrollment Syllabus 2021-2022 

 
Instructor: Mrs. Laura Trabucchi (last name recently changed from Johnson) 

Email: ljohnson@bridgeportedu.net 

Room: F207 | Phone: 203-275-1558 

Office Hours: By appointment on Microsoft Teams 

 
ENGLISH 101 is a college freshman-level composition course which stresses college level reading and 
writing proficiency. Students may opt to be dually enrolled at the University of Bridgeport, and 
successful completion of this course grants 3 credits for Composition and Rhetoric (ENGLISH 101) and 
fulfills the General Education requirement for Academic Writing at the University of Bridgeport.  
 
Course Description: English 101 (Composition and Rhetoric) introduces students to the techniques 
for clear and effective college-level writing.  The goal will be to improve your writing ability and to 
sharpen your reading and critical thinking skills. We focus on the best ways to approach different 
types of college writing assignments. Students will study and practice the fundamentals of academic 
discourse, including essay organization and development, analysis, research techniques, 
documentation, and critical evaluation of academic writing. Grammar and word mechanics will also be 
reviewed to ensure that students communicate successfully in various tasks. 
 
Learning Outcomes: By the end of English 101, students should know how to write a college essay in 
Standard English.  More specifically, they should be able to: 
 

1. Demonstrate, through writing and speech, an ability to think critically.  
2. Identify and create a thesis appropriate for college-level writing.  
3. Recognize and use rhetorical strategies appropriate to the writer’s purpose, subject, and 

audience.  
4. Support an argument with logic, evidence, and examples.  
5. Critique and synthesize evidence from a variety of sources, and use that evidence to construct a 

new argument.  
6. Summarize, paraphrase, and quote from a variety of sources.  
7. Differentiate between fact and interpretation when using and evaluating sources and providing 

citations.  
8. Recognize and incorporate effective, eloquent, and stylistically appropriate writing.  
9. Document sources using MLA style.  

 
College Board AP English Language & Composition Course Description & Learning Outcomes: 
 
The AP English Language and Composition course focuses on the development and revision of 
evidence-based analytic and argumentative writing, the rhetorical analysis of nonfiction texts, and the 
decisions writers make as they compose and revise. Students evaluate, synthesize, and cite research to 
support their arguments. Additionally, they read and analyze rhetorical elements and their effects in 
nonfiction texts—including images as forms of text— from a range of disciplines and historical 
periods. The AP English Language and Composition course aligns to an introductory college-level 
rhetoric and writing curriculum. 
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Upon completion of this course, students will be able to: 
 

1. Explain how writers’ choices reflect the components of the rhetorical situation. 
o Identify and describe the components of the rhetorical situation: the exigence, 

audience, writer, purpose, context, and message. 
o Explain how an argument demonstrates understanding of an audience’s beliefs, values, 

or needs. 
2. Make strategic choices in a text to address a rhetorical situation. 

o Write introductions and conclusions appropriate to the purpose and context of the 
rhetorical situation. 

o Demonstrate an understanding of an audience’s beliefs, values, or needs. 
3. Identify and describe the claims and evidence of an argument. 

o Identify and explain claims and evidence within an argument. 
o Identify and describe the overarching thesis of an argument, and any indication it 

provides of the argument’s structure. 
o Explain ways claims are qualified through modifiers, counterarguments, and 

alternative perspectives. 
4. Analyze and select evidence to develop and refine a claim. 

o Develop a paragraph that includes a claim and evidence supporting the claim. 
o Write a thesis statement that requires proof or defense and that may preview the 

structure of the argument. 
o Qualify a claim using modifiers, counterarguments, or alternative perspectives. 

5. Describe the reasoning, organization, and development of an argument. 
o Describe the line of reasoning and explain whether it supports an argument’s 

overarching thesis. 
o Explain how the organization of a text creates unity and coherence and reflects a line of 

reasoning. 
o Recognize and explain the use of methods of development to accomplish a purpose. 

6. Use organization and commentary to illuminate the line of reasoning in an argument. 
o Develop a line of reasoning and commentary that explains it throughout an argument 
o Use transitional elements to guide the reader through the line of reasoning of an 

argument. 
o Use appropriate methods of development to advance an argument. 

7. Explain how writers’ stylistic choices contribute to the purpose of an argument 
o Explain how word choice, comparisons, and syntax contribute to the specific tone or 

style of a text. 
o Explain how writers create, combine, and place independent and dependent clauses to 

show relationships between and among ideas. 
o Explain how grammar and mechanics contribute to the clarity and effectiveness of an 

argument. 
8. Select words and use elements of composition to advance an argument. 

o Strategically use words, comparisons, and syntax to convey a specific tone or style in an 
argument. 

o Write sentences that clearly convey ideas and arguments. 
o Use established conventions of grammar and mechanics to communicate clearly and 

effectively. 
 
 
 
 
 



Course Texts 
 
Most readings will come from the following texts: 
 
 

● The Bedford Reader, 12th edition by X.J. Kennedy, Dorothy M. Kennedy, Jane E. Aaron, and Ellen 

Kuhl Repetto 

● The Language of Composition, Third Edition by Renee H. Shea, Lawrence Scanlon, Robin Dissin 

Aufses, and Megan Harowitz Pankiewicz 

● Models for Writers: Short Essays for Composition, Tenth Edition by Alfred Rosa and Paul 

Eschholz 

● Uncharted Territory: A High School Reader by Jim Burke 

● Patterns for College Writing: A Rhetorical Reader and Guide, 12th Edition by Laurie G. Kirszner 

and Stephen R. Mandell  

● 5 Steps to a 5: AP English Language, 2021 Elite Student edition by Barbara L. Murphy and Estelle 

M. Rankin  
 

 
Supplemental readings will come from other scholarly print or online sources – these readings and 
assignments will be provided hard copy and posted electronically on our Microsoft Teams page. 
Students will also use resources on College Board’s online platform AP Classroom, which include 
interactive videos.  
 

 

 
Required Materials 
 
You'll need the following supplies for this class: 
 

• 1 or 1 ½ inch binder 
• 5 binder dividers with tabs 
• Lined paper or a notebook 
 

You can use your own supplies or the ones I have available in the classroom. I’ll be giving you an 
expandable folder that will serve as your writing portfolio. You are expected to organize and maintain 
this writing portfolio, which will include specific teacher feedback and be used to monitor progress 
toward course objectives.  
  
You should also set up a way to keep track of your assignments for all your classes, like a hard copy 
or electronic planner. I'm not requiring that you get one for our class, but I will be checking in with you 
to see that you have a way to stay organized.  
 

 
Course Specifications 
 
Students will read and analyze primarily nonfiction texts from a variety of genres, including but not 
limited to: speeches, poems, news articles, memos, editorials, advertisements, political satires, 
personal narratives, scientific arguments, cultural critiques, research reports, and political cartoons. 
The overall focus will be on recognizing the rhetorical situation, claims and evidence, reasoning and 
organization, and style evident in these texts and applying strategies observed to your own writing. 
 



Students will write formal essays, timed essay responses, short constructed responses, and various 
informal writing compositions. There will be regular vocabulary and grammar instruction, with 
vocabulary and grammar quizzes as needed. Multiple-choice assessments in preparation for the AP 
exam and SAT will occur throughout the semester.   
 
Students will complete Progress Checks on AP Classroom at the end of each unit. These assignments 
measure your progress towards key learning objectives and will not be factored into your grade – they 
include AP exam multiple-choice and essay question practice. Additional AP exam preparation 
questions are available on AP Classroom and will be assigned as both classwork and homework.  
 
Considering that this is a college-level course, students should expect to spend an average of 3-5 
hours a week completing assignments outside the classroom, depending on length and difficulty. In 
addition to writing formal essays, these assignments will include reading and annotating texts, writing 
a response to a reading from the syllabus or an informal essay prompt, studying vocabulary, and 
completing practice exercises related to grammar or the AP exam multiple-choice section.  
 

Homework assignments are due almost every class. Please take these assignments seriously as 
they are the building blocks for what we are learning about writing. Coming to class with all 
required reading and assignments completed will help you actively participate and learn to the 
best of your ability. 

 
All assignments and due dates will be posted clearly on our class’s Microsoft Teams page.  It is 
expected that you will stay up to date with all course work. 
 

 
Course Requirements 
 

This semester, you will write four formal essays. You will be required to make thorough revisions, 
resulting in 2-3 drafts for each essay. You are always welcome to make additional revisions beyond the 
number of drafts required.  
 
Essay #1 Rhetorical Analysis of Commencement Address: Write a 2-3 page rhetorical analysis of a 
commencement speech of your choice. This rhetorical analysis must include at least three major 
rhetorical strategies or devices evident in the speech and incorporate specific quotations that illustrate 
the speaker’s use of these techniques. The focus is on how the speaker utilizes rhetorical strategies and 
devices to convey his/her message to their particular audience. Final Draft Due: September 17, 
2021 
 
Essay #2 Argument Essay in Response to Quotation: Write an argument essay that defends, 
challenges, or qualifies one of the quotations in the AP Exam Argument Essay prompts we will discuss 
or the truism you will come up with for Progress Check FRQ #2 on AP Classroom. Your essay needs to 
have an introduction, three supporting reasons with evidence and commentary, and a conclusion, and 
to address and refute any counterarguments to your thesis statement and supporting reasons. It needs 
to be 2-3 pages in length. You only need a Works Cited page if you are using specific information from 
outside sources, which you don't necessarily have to do, since the evidence you provide for this type of 
prompt is expected to come from "your reading, experience, or observations". Remember this means 
you can use hypothetical examples, anecdotes, or applicable parts of a story's plot, along with 
historical or current events, to support your claims. Final Draft Due: October 4, 2021 
 
 



Essay #3 Personal Narrative: Write a 2-3 page narrative that recounts a personal experience of 
significance to you. It must have a clear message and purpose and convey how the experience 
influenced your identity and/or worldview. Use imagery, dialogue, and descriptive language, in 
addition to precise diction and selection of detail, to write this essay. Be mindful of what the reader 
needs to know to understand why this experience was so significant to you. Final Draft Due: October 
26, 2021 
 
Essay #4 Synthesis Essay on Freedom of Speech: Write a 3-4 page synthesis essay that develops a 
position on whether or not the right to freedom of speech should be limited to prohibit the use of 
hate speech. This essay needs to have at least three body paragraphs and use evidence from at least three of 
the five sources I give you, plus two other sources of your choice published from 2019 or later. You also 
need to address and refute any counterarguments to your thesis, either within your body paragraphs or as 
a separate body paragraph. Final Draft Due: December 1, 2021 
 
Essays must meet the following criteria for a college level essay: 
 

• a cohesive introduction with a clear thesis statement, 
• body paragraphs that convey a clear focus around a topic sentence and advance the thesis, 
• incorporation of effective and purposeful quotations and paraphrased information from source 

material that support the claims and counterclaims made throughout the essay, 
• effective discussion of the source information used to support claims and counterclaims, 
• use of effective organizational skills that foster smooth transitions between topics, 
• correct use of grammar, punctuation, and sentence structure, 
• an effective and insightful conclusion, 
• appropriate and effective citations and attribution of sources following MLA format, including 

a Works Cited page. 
 

All essays must be typed, double spaced, and adhere to standard MLA format.  
 
Peer Review Sessions and Writer’s Workshops: Students will work through multiple drafts of essay 
assignments by using editing and revision to improve writing skills. You will receive instructor 
feedback on organization, tone, diction, and sentence structure, in addition to the strength of your 
claims and your level of analysis in answering the prompt, during the writing process. Students will 
self-assess writing according to assignment criteria and respectfully provide feedback to peers during 
Peer Review sessions.  
 
Students will view model essays and analyze the components that distinguish exemplars to assist in 
assessing areas in need of improvement in their own writing. Students will have access to additional 
writing resources, including the Bedford/St. Martin’s Handbook by Andrea A. Lunsford and The 
Elements of Style by Strunk and White, in class. 
 
During Writer’s Workshops and Peer Review sessions, students are expected to arrive to class 
prepared with complete drafts ready for feedback and to participate actively. It is the student’s 
responsibility to seek further help with revision after conferencing, peer review, and instructor 
feedback have been provided if needed.  
 

 
Plagiarism and Academic Dishonesty: All assignments you submit in this class must represent your 
own original work, done for this course only. 



According to the Key to UB Academic Honesty Standards (available on UB website under Student 
Services), the definition of plagiarism is as follows: 

INTENTIONAL AS WELL AS UNINTENTIONAL FAILURE TO ACKNOWLEDGE SOURCES AS WELL AS 
THE USE OF COMMERCIALLY AVAILABLE SO-CALLED “RESEARCH PAPERS” WITHOUT FULL 
RECOGNITION OF THE SOURCE. 

A high standard of ethical conduct is expected of students in their academic activities. The University 
does not tolerate cheating in any form. This term is used to include dishonest use of another 
individual's aid in preparation of written, oral, and artistic assignments, as well as during a classroom 
testing period. The standard procedures for the preparation of term papers and the like, as established 
by the English Department, form the basis for decisions in cases of plagiarism (See “Definition of 
Plagiarism” above). The student must be familiar with those regulations. . . . The penalty for a first 
offense is F for the assignment; for a second offense, F in the course; and for the third offense, 
separation for one year or expulsion, as the Committee on Academic Honesty may determine. The 
instructor, or the Committee on Academic Honesty, will forward the name of a student guilty of 
academic dishonesty to the Principal and Provost to be recorded and made available to faculty and 
advisors as necessary. 
 
This class follows the guidelines above as set by the University of Bridgeport. In short: 
 

If you submit work that has been copied without attribution, or that has been prepared by 
someone other than you, or that in any way misrepresents somebody else’s work as your own, 
you will receive a grade of zero for the assignment and be referred to your 
administrator (written up). If multiple students submit the same exact work, all 
students involved will receive this penalty. There will be no opportunities for a make-
up.  

 
A second offense will result in an F for the course as well as a report to the Principal of 
Central Magnet High School and the University of Bridgeport Registrar. 

It is your responsibility to know what constitutes plagiarism and how to avoid it. Students are 
responsible for distinguishing clearly between their own facts, ideas, and conclusions and those of 
other sources. 

▪ Any time you use someone else’s words, opinions, or conclusions without giving credit, it is 
considered plagiarism . . . whether it is intentional or not.  

▪ Direct quotes must include the exact wording from the cited source.  
▪ Paraphrasing (or indirect quotes) summarizes the content from the cited source in the student’s 

own words and also requires a citation.  
▪ All word-for-word quotations must be placed in quotation marks.  
▪ If the same information can be found in three or more sources and those sources do not cite an 

earlier source, the information is considered common knowledge, and does not require a citation. 
Also, commonly known facts (e.g., Washington, D.C. is the capital of the U.S.) do not require a 
citation even if you had to look them up.  

▪ When in doubt, use citations and references. It’s better to be safe than sorry.  
 
Remember that the rules of plagiarism apply to ALL source material, including the Internet.   
 

 



Assessment 
 
Grading Policy 
 

Your grade will be a reflection of the following components: 
 

70% Summative Assessment (Assignments that measure how well you know the material.)  
 

• Formal Essays  

• AP Exam Timed Written Responses  

• In-class Constructed Responses  

• AP Exam Multiple Choice quizzes  

• Vocabulary & Grammar Quizzes  

 

20% Formative Assessment (Assignments that help you learn the material. Includes Classwork and 
Homework.) 
 

• Informal written assignments  

• Journal responses (including reflective assessment of your own work)  

• Summer Reading Assignment  

 

**Formative Assessments must be completed thoroughly in order to receive full credit.** 

 

For Summative and Formative Assessments, the number of points for each assignment will be 

based on the length and depth of the task. Formal Essays will always be 100 points. 

 

Formal essays will be graded using rubrics aligned to AP English Language & Composition scoring 
guidelines and general college essay standards. **See the attached General Evaluation Guide for 
College Papers for universal grading criteria.** 
 
Timed written responses will be graded using AP English Language & Composition Scoring Rubrics. 

 

10% Class Participation  
 

• General Class Participation Grades (weekly - maximum of 10 points each time) 

o Includes contributing to class discussions, being on task and ignoring academic 

distractions, collaborating with peers during group activities, and participating in peer 

review sessions and writer’s workshops. 

▪ Unapproved cell phone use or evidence of being off task during remote 

instruction will result in deductions from your General Class Participation 

Grade. 

o Includes answering Do Now Questions and Exit Questions, and participation in any 

other class activities, such as Nearpod, Check-In and Reflection Forms, and surveys 

• Peer Review Revision Checklists 

• Paideia Seminar Participation 

 



**General Class Participation will be noted daily and calculated into a grade every week. These grades 
will also reflect the quality of your contributions to the class. In other words, you will not earn a 
perfect participation grade just by not violating any of our class rules. See the General 
Evaluation Guide for Class Participation on the last page of this document for specific grading 
criteria.** 
 
All grades will be entered on PowerSchool and updated regularly.  
 
Grading Scales 
 

Your Central High School report card grade may differ from your grade awarded by the University of 
Bridgeport, which will determine whether or not you earn credits from the university for taking this 
class. Consult the grading scales below. 
 

University of Bridgeport                                                                    
 

A 95-100 
A- 90-94 
B+ 87-89 
B 83-86 
B- 80-82 
C+ 77-79 
C 73-76 
C- 70-72 
D+ 67-69 
D 63-66 
D- 60-62 
F Less than 60 

 

Central High School 
 

A+ 97-100 

A 93-96 

A- 90-92 
B+ 87-89 

B 83-86 

B- 80-82 
C+ 77-79 
C 73-76 

C- 70-72 
D+ 67-69 
D 65-66 

F 0-64 

 

 
Policy on Make-up Work/Missed Assignments: If you are absent and miss a day of class, it is your 
responsibility to check Microsoft Teams for assignments given and contact me if you have any 
questions.  

 
**You are expected to hand in assignments due the day you were absent on the day you return to 
class. New assignments given the day you were absent are due on the date stated, unless you have 
communicated with me ahead of time that you need assistance with the material. If you are absent on 
the day of a test or quiz, it is your responsibility to schedule a time to make it up with me.**  

 
Late Work Policy: I will only accept late work up until three classes after the assignment is due. 
Though I will accept it, you will lose one letter grade for each day that the assignment is late. For 
example, an assignment that would otherwise earn an A- will earn a B+ if it is submitted one day late, B 
for two days late, etc. All assignments on Teams will officially close three classes after the due 
date. 

 
If you communicate with me that you are unable to turn in an assignment on time because of legitimate 
outside circumstances associated with an absence, you can still complete it for full credit. **However, if 
turning in late work becomes a pattern, it will be reflected in your Class Participation grade.** 

 



Class Expectations 
 
All students are responsible for following the guidelines and expectations for a safe return to in-
person learning found in the following documents: 
 

• Bridgeport Public Schools Reopening Plan: Fall 2020  
• Central High School Re-Opening Plan 
• Safe Return to In-Person Instruction and Continuity of Services Plan 2021-22 
• Adapt, Advance, Achieve: Connecticut’s Plan to Learn and Grow Together – Fall 2021 

 
The above documents are found on the Bridgeport Public Schools and CHS websites and are 
posted on our Microsoft Teams page under Files. 
 
Attendance: Join class on time and prepared. Attending class and arriving on time is essential to your 
success in this course.  
 

• Central High School has a strict attendance policy, with 5 absences per marking period equal to 
a failure for the course unless you complete an attendance appeal and that appeal is approved by 
administration. *Consult the Central High School Re-Opening Plan for the updated policy on 
excused absences.*  

o To excuse an absence (to send documentation such as a doctor’s note that explains your 
absence), call Ms. Therese Bouchard in the main office or email her at 
tbouchard@bridgeportedu.net.  

▪ Parents/guardians should call the school at (203) 275-1502 and report any 
sickness which will prevent their child from attending school. If the illness is 
COVID-19 related, the school nurse should also be contacted at (203) 275-1711. 

o Skipping/cutting class will automatically lead to an administrative referral (write-
up). 

 
• Tardiness will not be accepted in this classroom. Excessive tardiness will be reflected in your 

Class Participation grade.  
 

• You are expected to join class with the required reading and assignments completed. 
 

Be respectful.  
 

• Take turns speaking and do not interrupt or insult the words, ideas, or contributions of any 
classmate. No inappropriate language will be tolerated, including any racist, sexist, 
homophobic, or discriminatory language.  

• Be conscientious of our space - clean up any spills and throw out all garbage, including used gum. 
 
Follow all school and district health and safety guidelines.  
 

• Masks need to be worn at all times in a way that completely covers your nose and your 
mouth – you may only remove them during brief mask breaks determined and stated by 
me (for a total of 4 minutes per class period). You may also briefly remove your mask to drink 
water if needed. Period 1 students may remove their masks to eat breakfast during Homeroom. 

• You need to wipe your desk and chair when entering class and do the same before you 
leave using the wipes provided by the school. You may also use the school-provided hand 
sanitizer if you’d like. 

• We all need to keep a distance of 3 feet apart when feasible. Keep this in mind as you interact 
and work together, particularly during group work. 
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Use technology responsibly. 
 

• Cell phones, headphones, or any other electronics other than your laptop may not be used, 
visible, or heard in the classroom unless I have given you specific permission to use them as 
part of a class activity. Unapproved use of electronics will be reflected in your Class 
Participation grade, and excessive use will result in an administrative referral (write-
up).  

• It is expected that you adhere to the district-wide Digital Code of Conduct. 
 

Participate fully – listen, follow directions, and stay on task. 
 

• During class, listen attentively to information and directions given by me, and to 
information and ideas shared by your classmates. Learning from one another is an essential 
part of your education, and rudeness will not be tolerated. 
 

Communicate.  
 

• Our class is a learning environment designed to meet your needs as a student. Therefore, be 
open with me if you’re having a bad day or need extra help with something, and be 
proactive by letting me know ahead of time if you’re having trouble with an assignment or 
need assistance. Also feel free to share feedback with me about the course.  

 

 
Parent Communication 

 

Parents can contact me by email at ljohnson@bridgeportedu.net. We can also schedule a phone call if 
needed. Contact through ParentSquare should also be available this year. 

 
Student Communication 

 

Students can email me at ljohnson@bridgeportedu.net, message me through the Chat section on 
Microsoft Teams, or make an appointment to meet with me for extra help after school if needed. 
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General Evaluation Guide for College Papers 

The Superior Paper (A/A-) (90 and above) 

Thesis: Easily identifiable, plausible, novel, sophisticated, insightful, crystal clear. 

Structure: Evident, understandable, and appropriate for thesis. Excellent transitions from point to 
point. Paragraphs support solid topic sentences. 

Use of Evidence: Primary source information (quotations, etc.) used to support every point with at 
least one example. Examples support paragraph’s point and fit within paragraph. Excellent 
integration of quoted material into sentences. 

Analysis: Author clearly relates evidence to "mini-thesis" (topic sentence); analysis is fresh and 
exciting, posing new ways to think of the material. 

All ideas in the paper flow logically; the argument is identifiable, reasonable, and sound. 

Mechanics: Sentence structure, grammar, and diction excellent; correct use of punctuation and 
citation style; minimal to no spelling errors; absolutely no run-on sentences or comma splices. 

The Good Paper (B+/B) (83-89) 

Thesis: Promising, but may be slightly unclear, or lacking in insight or originality. 

Structure: Generally clear and appropriate, though may wander occasionally. May have a few 
unclear transitions, or a few paragraphs without strong topic sentences. 

Use of Evidence: Examples used to support most points. Some evidence does not support point, or 
may appear where inappropriate. Quotes well integrated into sentences. 

Analysis: Evidence often related to mini-thesis, though links perhaps not very clear. 

Mechanics: Sentence structure, grammar, and diction strong despite occasional lapses; punctuation 
and citation style often used correctly. Some (minor) spelling errors; may have one run-on sentence 
or comma splice. 

The Borderline Paper (B-/C+) (77-82) 

Thesis: May be unclear (contain many vague terms), offer relatively little that is new, or fail to 
address the assigned topic; provides little around which to structure the paper. 

Structure: Generally unclear, may wander or jump around. Few or weak transitions, some 
paragraphs without topic sentences. Author sometimes summarizes plot of story or play. 

Use of Evidence: Examples used to support some points. Points often lack supporting evidence, or 
evidence used where inappropriate (often because there may be no clear point). Quotes may be 
poorly integrated into sentences. 



Analysis: Quotes appear often without analysis relating them to claim (or there is a weak claim to 
support), or analysis offers nothing beyond the quote. 

Mechanics: Problems in sentence structure, grammar, and diction (usually not major). Errors in 
punctuation, citation style, and spelling. May have several run-on sentences or comma splices. 

The "Needs Help" Paper (C/C-) (70-76) 

Thesis: Difficult to identify at all, may be bland restatement of obvious point. 

Structure: Unclear, often because thesis is weak or non-existent. Transitions confusing and unclear. 
Few topic sentences. Plot summary in place of analysis. 

Use of evidence: Very few or very weak examples. General failure to support statements, or 
evidence seems to support no statement. Quotes not integrated into sentences; "plopped in" in 
improper manner. 

Analysis: Very little or very weak attempt to relate evidence to argument; may be no identifiable 
argument, or no evidence to relate it to. Ideas do not flow at all, usually because there is no 
argument to support. Simplistic view of topic; no effort to grasp possible alternative views. 

Mechanics: Big problems in sentence structure, grammar, and diction. Frequent major errors in 
citation style, punctuation, and spelling. May have many run-on sentences and comma splices. 

The Failing Paper (69 and below) Shows obviously minimal lack of effort or comprehension of 
the assignment. Difficult to understand owing to major problems with mechanics, structure, and 
analysis. Has no identifiable thesis, or utterly incompetent thesis. Is not original work. 

 
[Source: Paul Halsall at Fordham University http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/med/rubric.html] 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



General Evaluation Guide for Class Participation 
 
A grade of A- to A+ (90-100) will be awarded to students who: 
 

• Participate regularly, thoughtfully, and enthusiastically in class discussions and activities; 
• Come prepared to every class having thoroughly and thoughtfully completed the assigned 

readings and tasks; 
• Are considerate and respectful of other students’ ideas, uncertainties, questions and beliefs;  
• Respond to other students’ comments and work in a responsible and constructive manner 

and build from/on other students’ comments and ideas; 
• Regularly provide thoughtful and constructive feedback to peers during peer review; 
• Ask thoughtful and informed questions; 
• Do not dominate the conversation or interrupt others; 
• Stay focused in class or group activities, helping to keep the class or group on task; 
• Relate class texts and lessons to their own experiences in an insightful way. 

 
A grade of B- to B+ (80-89) will be awarded to students who: 
 

• Participate regularly and thoughtfully in class discussions and activities; 
• Come prepared to every class having completed the assigned readings and tasks; 
• Are considerate and respectful of other students’ ideas, uncertainties, questions and beliefs; 
• Respond to other students’ comments and work in a responsible and constructive manner; 
• Provide thoughtful and constructive feedback to peers during peer review; 
• Occasionally ask thoughtful questions; 
• Do not dominate the conversation or interrupt others; 
• Stay focused in class or group activities; 
• Relate class texts and lessons to their own experiences in a relevant way. 

 
A grade of C- to C+ (70-79) will be awarded to students who: 
 

• Participate occasionally in class discussions and activities; 
• Usually come prepared to class having completed the assigned readings and tasks; 
• Are sometimes inconsiderate or disrespectful of other students’ ideas, uncertainties, 

questions and beliefs; 
• At times respond to other students’ comments or work in a critical or disparaging manner; 
• Provide some feedback to peers during peer review; 
• At times may dominate the conversation or interrupt others; 
• Tend to lose focus or get off task in class or group activities; 
• Only occasionally relate class texts and lessons to their own experiences. 

 
A grade of D to D+ (65-69) will be awarded to students who: 
 

• Show up to class but do not participate in class discussions and activities; 
• Are not prepared for class with the assigned readings and tasks; 
• Are inconsiderate or disrespectful of other students’ ideas, uncertainties, questions and 

beliefs; 
• Respond to other students’ comments and work in a critical or disparaging manner; 
• Do not provide useful or thoughtful feedback to peers during peer review; 



• Dominate the conversation or interrupt others; 
• Lose focus or get off task in class or group activities; 
• Do not attempt to relate class texts and lessons to their own experiences. 

 
A grade of F (64 or below) will be awarded to students who: 
 

• Do not show up to class regularly; 
• Do not participate in class discussions and activities; 
• Inhibit class discussion and/or activities through their behavior and/or comments. 

 
 
[Adapted from Fairfield University GSEAP Class Participation Rubric.] 
 
 
 


